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Our Club is at Pate – Our Members Make Pate Great 
 

 

 
Ron & Nena Albert & their guests  
   Angie & James Lannigan & Rhonda & Peter 
Keith Bridges 
Ron Crain 
Randy Davis 
Bob & Susan Donaldson 
Gary East 
Roy & Pat Ekstrum 
Glenn & Jean Gisler 
Anita & David Harris 
Jim & Viki Moyers 
Richard & Kathleen Ross 
Willie & Joanne Sanders 
David Schutz, Clay & Brad 
Bill Spellacy 
Clyde Svetlik  
Vince & Nancy Velez & Vince’s Mom 
 
Thank you to all Pate Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

54th year: April 24-26, 2026 
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 Waiting for Our favorite Friday night dinner at Babe Chicken Restaurant Waiting for our favorite Friday night dinner at Babe’s Chicken Restaurant 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Pate page 3 

Kathleen prepared all the meals right here then serviced the camper while someone else “looks on” 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pate page 4 

  

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our April 2026 Meeting 

  

Be sure and sign up on the Pate Work Schedule. 

 

 

 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

President’s Log 
 

Hello car club,  
 
We have put the Pate Swap Meet behind us for another year. The Meet was 
busy but went very well. I wish to thank all who were able to make the trip 
and put in the time at the gates.  
 
The Texas Tour is next up on the list for the month of May.  
 
Stay tuned into the club for some summer fun. 
 
Blessed to serve, 
President’s Log Out 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Some information contained in our 
newsletter may have been reprinted from 
other newsletters; we thank and 
acknowledge them. And we thank all club 
members & friends for pictures and info 
provided for our newsletter each month. 
 

 
Be sure to like the Golden Crescent Region 

AACA’s Facebook page. 

2026 Dues 

If you have not paid 
Make check payable to: AACA-GCR 
Amount $50 includes local & Nat’l 

Mail to Kathleen Ross 
103 Twin Oak Dr 

Victoria TX 77905 
(Lifetime members no charge) 

 

 

Our newsletters are available on our website https://goldencrescentregion.aaca.com/ 
Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/goldencrescentantiquecarclub 
 

 

 
 

2026 REFRESHMENT LIST 

January     Potluck 
February   Potluck 
March   Potluck 
April    Pizza – Club Treat 
May   Potluck 
June   Potluck 

July    Ice Cream Social – Club Treat 
August   Potluck 
September  Club Treat 
October    Potluck 
November   Potluck 
December  Christmas Party 

 

Richard Ross 

https://goldencrescentregion.aaca.com/
https://www.facebook.com/goldencrescentantiquecarclub


May Birthdays send corrections/additions to Editor 

Simone Tipton May 1 
David Schutz  May 3 
Mary Ann Menning May 10 
Tom LaGrega May 16 
Francie Rodriguez May 20 
Randy Davis  May 21 
Jim Moyers  May 21 
Nila Barfield  May 24 
Mary Davis  May 25 
Logan Schmedt May 25 
Jim Price  May 27 
Larry Rausch  May 29 
Jerry Whitworth May 30 
 

May Anniversaries 
Roy & Pat Ekstrum   May 7 
Jeremiah & Jaclyn Schmedt May 7 
Ron & Nena Albert   May 10 
Noel & Cindy Smith   May 12 
Kenneth & Juana Smith  May 16 
Martin & Francie Rodriguez May 20 
David & Anita Harris  May 22 
 
 
 
 
Calendar of Events – Subject to change 
May 6,13,20,27, – Men’s Wed Morning Coffee 

May 01 – Cuero Texan 1st Friday 
May 10 – Mother’s Day 
May 12 Monthly Meeting 
     (Always the 2nd Tues) 

   Social 6:30 Meeting 7:00 
   Location: OSLC Chapel 
May 20 – GCR Ladies Breakfast  
May 21-26, 2026-72nd Texas Tour  

Waco TX hosted by Central Texas Region 

May 25 – Memorial Day, fly your flag 
May 28 – DQ Gathering 6pm 
   (The Last Thursday, 6pm) 
 

Watch emails for any changes or additions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President – Richard Ross 
361-550-5835 randkross@yahoo.com 
Vice President – Garland Southern 
361-575-0387 garlan49@yahoo.com 
Secretary – Marilyn Young 
361-550-2513 marilynyoung45@gmail.com 
Treasurer – Kathleen Ross 
361-550-6761 
Editor –Steve & Nancy Whiddon 
361-648-1961 nkw348@gmail.com 
Director – Ron Albert 
956.378.1740 ronalbertmuck@gmail.com 
Director – Willie Sanders 
361-648-9450 williesanders945@gmail.com 
Pate Rep – Richard Ross 
361-550-5835 randkross@yahoo.com 
Pate Rep Alternate – Clyde Svetlik 
361-798-4009 clydemarge@yahoo.com 
Sunshine – Nena Albert 
361-220-6320 
elizenaalbert@gmail.com 
Participation – Nancy Whiddon 
361-648-1961 nkw348@gmail.com 
Activities – Kathleen Ross 
361-550-6761 
Refreshments – Juana Smith 
H 361-574-8355 C 361-648-7702 
Prayer & Pledge – Willie Sanders 
361-576-2853 williesanders945@gmail.com 
Facebook Page – Jimmie Price 
Webmaster – Anita Harris 
 
The Antique Automobile Club of America is a non-profit Organization 
dedicated to the preservation, restoration and maintenance of 
automobiles and automotive history. It is the country’s oldest and largest 
automotive historical society. The Broken Axle is the official monthly 
publication of Golden Crescent Region, AACA, Inc., Victoria, TX and is 
distributed to the members of Golden Crescent Region. 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Like us on Facebook 
Golden Crescent Region Antique 

Car Club of America 
 

Visit our website, 
 see our newsletter and other info. 

 

https://goldencrescentregion.aaca.com/; 
 

located within the AACA national website 
under regions & chapters 

We think of and remember Helen Gibbs on her May 

22nd birthday. We lost her on May01, 2025  

 

 

mailto:williesanders945@gmail.com
https://goldencrescentregion.aaca.com/


 

President Richard Ross called the regular meeting of the AACA Golden Crescent Region to order April 14, 2026, at 

the OSLC Chapel, 4102 N Ben Jordan, Victoria. We counted 50 members.  
 

OPENING PRAYER & PLEDGE –Randy Davis led the members in prayer and led the Pledge to the US Flag prior to 

eating refreshments. 
 

WELCOME President Richard Ross welcomed all members to the meeting. 
 SECRETARY’S REPORT. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved as printed in The Broken Axle.  
 TREASURER’S REPORT Treasurer Kathleen Ross gave the club’s financial position as of March 31, 2026. The motion was made, and all approved the Treasurer’s Report. 
 OFFICERS’ REPORT:   
PRESIDENT:   President Richard Ross reported that March 13-14 was our Bluebonnet Tour to Cedar Park/Burnet on 

the Vintage Train; 42 attended, we had a really good time. March 18th was the GCR Ladies Breakfast at IHOP, 10 

attended. March 26th was our DQ Gathering; 15 attended. March 28th was the 40th Annual Goliad Massacre Re-

enactment and Living History Demonstrations; 11 attended. Great lunch at Jalisco. April 4th was the Red Barn Easter 

Party, 7 attended. It was a great party. April 10th was the Harbor Hospice Sock Hop/Car Show. We had 10 cars on 

display; 22 members participated, very fun day.  
 

EDITORS REPORT: Nancy Whiddon reminded everyone to please sign in and state if driving an old car. 
 

SUNSHINE REPORT: Nena presented her report; Rita Sarlls sister passed; Paul Primm’s son has cancer/ Garland’s surgery; Bubba King’s son-in-law in hospital following car wreck. Please remember to keep all in your thoughts and prayers and notify 

Nena of member illness or passing. 
 

ACTIVITIES REPORT: Kathleen Ross reviewed some upcoming events. 

April 14 – Club Meeting 6:30 Social; 7pm meeting at OSLC 4102 N Ben Jordan St Victoria. 

April 15 – GCR Ladies Breakfast at IHOP 

April 17-18-New Braunfels Swap Meet 

April 23-25 Pate Swap Meet, see Richard for more info 

April 25 – Northgate Church of God fundraiser, car show, BBQ, Etc., see flyer 

April 26 – DQ Gathering 6pm 

May 01 – Cuero Texan 1st Friday 

May 10 – Mother’s Day 

May 12 – Club Meeting 6:30 Social; 7pm meeting at OSLC 4102 N Ben Jordan St Victoria. 

May 25 – Memorial Day 

May 20 – GCR Ladies Breakfast at IHOP 

May 21-23- Texas Tour in Waco 

May 28 – DQ Gathering 6pm 

 

BUSINESS – Thanks to Betty Kirby for auditing our club books. 
 

Pate is here. Kathleen and Richard will be leaving Monday. Set up begins Wednesday at noon. We will set up all the gate tents, 

tables, chairs and hang all the signs. Thursday, Swap Meet Begins, we will be covering 4 gates from 10-5pm. Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday so sign up for your choice of time to work. Make sure you get your RV pass tonight so you can drive in and park at 

our campsite. The directions to find us are on the back of the pass. Make sure you have Richard or Kathleen’s cell number. If you 
have any trouble, call one of them. Bring your Pate cap.  
 

We have two new memberships, Ron Peterson in Cuero, and Rose Blaha. 
 

Texas Tour 2026, in Waco, May 21-23, please let us know if you need registration info. 

 

Ron Crain reminded us of a Veterans Fundraiser June 5th in Inez. 
 

CLUB HISTORY - Jo Cornstubble gave a history of an aspect of our club. 

HOSTS RECOGNIZED – Juana Smith thanked everyone and the club for refreshments tonight, next month is our potluck. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES –Vice President Garland Southern recognized all for the month of April 2026 
 

ADJOURNED  Marilyn Young, Secretary     

AACA GOLDEN CRESENT REGION MEETING MINUTES April 14, 2026 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 02 – 8am Breakfast at IHOP 
 

September 20th Annual James Kasper Memorial Combined Clubs Picnic 
Venue to be decided later. 

March 28–40th Annual Goliad Massacre Reenactment & Living History 
Demonstrations/Reenactments 10am, Meet at Victoria Texan on Main St to leave at 9am or 
meet at the Goliad Texan at 9.30  

https://thc.texas.gov/events/40th-annual-goliad-massacre-living-history-program 

 

 

Dec 13 – Our Christmas Party will be Saturday Dec 13
th
 OSL Multipurpose Room catered by 

Step aboard the Hill Country Flyer, our signature excursion and a cherished tradition for 

families, friends, and neighbors across Central Texas! This full-day adventure invites you 

to experience railroading the way it used to be, inside fully restored vintage railcars that 

have been carefully preserved by the Austin Steam Train Association and its dedicated 

volunteers. 

  

Guests are invited to walk through the train, enjoy refreshments and souvenirs from the 

concession car, and appreciate the details that bring this rolling museum to life. A two-

hour layover in Burnet offers time to explore the historic town square, share lunch, or 

visit Wedding Oak Winery before reboarding for the afternoon ride home. 

  

As the locomotive eases the train back toward Cedar Park, you’ll find yourself settling into 
that familiar rhythm—the sound of the rails, the shared conversations, and the feeling of 

being part of something special. 

  

The Hill Country Flyer turns a simple day trip into a memory worth keeping. 

This ride is 66 miles round trip with a 2-hour layover in Burnet.  

• Departs Cedar Park at 9:00 AM 

• Layover in Burnet from 11:00 AM–1:00 PM 

• Returns to Cedar Park at 3:30 PM 

 

May 21-23–72nd Annual Texas Tour “Turning Back the Clock: (Theme) Waco TX 
 
Thursday evening, 5:30pm, casual welcome dinner in the courtyard pavilion of host 
hotel.  
Friday car judging and drive to nearby community to visit artisans performing 
crafts, plus BBQ lunch, drive to Hillsboro then back to hotel for dinner and 
entertainment in the hotel banquet room. 
Saturday tour to West, TX to join a local car show, shopping, lunch. Next stop a 
private museum and auto related collection, back to hotel for dinner and 
entertainment in the hotel banquet room followed by awards. 
Sunday, breakfast at hotel then back home. 
 

 
 



 



 
 

 

Our club is signed up for Victoria’s First 4th of July Parade 
 

Mark your calendars! Victoria’s FIRST ever 4th of July Parade will take place on Saturday, July 4th! 
We can’t wait to see the creativity and patriotic spirit you bring to America’s 250th birthday! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt & Potluck at Adams Red Barn hosted by Adams & Kirby Families 04.04.2026 
 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt & Potluck continued 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seniors Sock Hop at the Community Center April 9th Lunch with Elvis 

 

   

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sock Hop Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sock Hop Page 3 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Cuero Member Ron Peterson won 1st Place at the Shiner Volunteer Fire Department 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday morning Cars, Coffee & Tech 04/01/2026 
 

   

    

Wednesday morning Cars, Coffee & Tech 04/08/2026 
 

  

 

Wednesday morning Car, Coffee & Tech 04.15.2026 

  

 

 

JR’s car, 
my 
favorite! 

   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday morning Cars, Coffee & Tech 04/29.2026 
 

    

  

Everyone is 
tired from 
Pate; Garland 
is the only one 
who drove a 
car! Actually, 
everyone 
looks 
exhausted! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Last Thursday of the month Get Together at DQ 
 

 
 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project from Walt 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Website info: 
https://centraltexas.aaca.com/2026-texas-tour/ 

Welcome to all our new 
members. I may not have your 
birthday or anniversary date on 
file. If you do not see it in the 
newsletter, please email me 
nkw348@gmail.com or text 
me 361.348.1965. Also, if you 
have more than one email, 
please let me know so all 
members are able to receive the 
newsletter and announcements. 
Nancy Whiddon, Editor. 

 

 

 

2026 Dues 

If you have not paid 
Make check payable to: AACA-GCR 
Amount $50 includes local & Nat’l 

Mail to Kathleen Ross 
103 Twin Oak Dr 

Victoria TX 77905 
(Lifetime members no charge) 

 
 
 

Some Other Car Events Around Victoria 
 
First Friday of the month-Evan's Pizza 
First Saturday of the month-Frida's Tex Mex 
Third Thursday of the month-Dairy Treet 
 

 
May 10th 

 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcentraltexas.aaca.com%2F2026-texas-tour%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbDE2NlVSaDhLR2REWFdmTwEeeu3UMLXbHKn_UqXS-zII3CjKLPCbNbd7U1db6tpqiiJIgzKP7xEWUCK84IY_aem_1chgAwDCRrIksET4hgcyPQ&h=AT1WBNtOVOqctGpNAEtQ236VG9U1zldQEox2l7dru4KOgVHNXf6RnzJw05dEb7zLs9NYprkh2_bPhNjlKz-Rc9syGr21i9teCQ_lYeQotwXmd5kBxxhuu2SOpvGsYCPE_PwKbSSOiotcEA&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT085zq_ey0t9Sj8hRPXFXnw5ElAGaT9MLqFy12wVmF66O3KcYB9VKG5jk0mkBH2Tz8Q9ojKmjcJT9bxkcresv6aSjGrhiIeIU0cxj5LatAuf14vTo13jRvp9msqA3KVC-kJCGaf8SQ2bHx0ks7HBJY4f7T1R6mX_MsD0lzG42tPXhMigBs3ndk0EKmjEMVSPE-51U8HADDJkKSi6CMr551qsw
mailto:nkw348@gmail.com


 

Retro –from our May 2025 issue 

 
 
 

 

 

Pate 2025 



 
 

OF THE ERA 
 

Self-Generating Headlamps 

By Walt Gosden, Floral Park, NY,  coachworklines@aol.com 

This is a member submitted article. 

Using a motor vehicle at night required illumination to see where one was going. As with horse-drawn carriages, 
early automobiles had lamps fueled by kerosene. These needed to be replenished with fuel fairly often, and a lamp 
that needed less attention to function soon came into being. Calcium carbide and mixed water produce acetylene 
gas that can be used to power lamps if lit with matches. 

Carbide tanks were usually mounted to the chassis area of a car 
just before or aft of the vertical wood dash panel that separated 
the engine from the drive. A rubber tube connected the brass line 
that exited the carbide tank where the water and carbide crystals 
were mixed. 

All of this worked well and was used on most vehicles. They 
were manufactured by a variety of companies, usually not the car 
manufacturers themselves. The carbide lamps and tanks were 
obviously feet apart distance-wise and accessory manufacturers 
determined a lamp that would generate light in one unit would be 
much more convenient. The lamp would be much larger and 
heavier, as would the bracket to hold it in place, which had to be 
stouter to do so. 

The lamp you view here was “British Made” by Powell & Hamner 
of Birmingham, England. It is 10 ½ inches high, 11 inches long, and 6 inches wide with an 8 ¾ inch front rim. The 
cylindrical container inside was removeable and connected to the “wick” where the gas would be lit. 

The lamps were lit by a match after the acetylene gas was formed mixing the carbide crystals with water. Once lit, it 
could be adjusted to get a larger or smaller flame. This lamp does not have a thick glass mirror reflector at the back 
but instead uses polished metal liners to reflect light in the body and on the rim. The brass lamp would get very hot! 
As heat was conducted, numerous holes, as can be seen, were made to function to let the heat escape. Note how 
well the holes also added to the design/appearance. 
 

                             

AACA Speedster - April 2026 
 

mailto:%20fnk@vintageracingcar.com
mailto:coachworklines@aol.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Good morning, Nancy I wanted to share with you and your car club a Car Show we will be hosting for the 4th of July 
in Cuero. We will also have a parade at 4pm that day if any of your members would like to be in as well. I have 
attached a flyer for both. The registration link for the Car show is: https://form.jotform.com/260996670871068 
And the Parade is: https://form.jotform.com/260986188086069 
 
We hope you all will be able to join us! We will have food trucks, live music, and kids’ activities. Please feel free to 
call me if you have any questions!  
 

Angie Cuellar 

Executive Director  

 
361-275-2112 

 

https://form.jotform.com/260996670871068
https://form.jotform.com/260986188086069


 
 

Dear Parade Enthusiasts, 

The Runge Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you to participate in the 2026 Independence Day 

Celebration and Parade! This year’s festivities will take place on Saturday, July 4, 2026. 

We would be delighted to have you join us. To confirm your participation, please complete the attached parade 

entry form and return it by Friday, June 26, 2026, via mail or email. There is no fee to enter the parade. 

Important Parade Details: 

• Check-in Time: Begins at 7:30 a.m. 
• Judged Entries: Must be in position and ready by 9:00 a.m. 
• Parade Start Time: 10:15 a.m. 
• Parade Check-in Location and Route: To be shared at a later date 

Please review the attached parade application for full details. Should you have any questions, feel free 
to email or call us. 

We look forward to celebrating Independence Day with you and hope to see you in the parade! 

Warm regards, 
 
Runge Chamber of Commerce 

rungecofcparade@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I also received an email from the Runge Chamber about their July 4th Parade start time 10.15 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
                              

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Broken Axle 
Nancy Whiddon, Editor 
P. O. Box 3603 
Victoria, TX77903 
************************** 
May 2026 

May2026 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

May 10 


